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A Giant Has Fallen  

On the morning of December 20, 2008, just a week after the Or-
lando Cluster, Diane Albers died peacefully in her sleep. The 
dog world, especially in Florida, will never be the same. Whether 
we realize it or not, all our lives have changed forever. Diane 
spoke for us all and feared no one. Diane fought for us all and 
no just cause was too large for her to handle or too small to get 
her attention. Diane helped us all whatever the need, whatever 
the hour, whatever the cost. She was the advocate supreme. In 
truth, she wore herself out working for us. 

Diane was born on February 18, 1943 in Patterson, New Jersey. 
As a young woman, she was a pediatric nurse and she kept her 
medical knowledge current throughout her life. She leaves a 
husband, Frank, a son and several grandchildren and Bulldog 
children. She apprenticed under Duncan Wright, the fabled activ-
ist who headed the American Dog Owners Association when it 
was a significant force in rooting out inhumane treatment of dogs 
and fighting unfair and restrictive laws impeding dog ownership; 
it was from him that she learned her skills in politics and legisla-
tive design.  

Diane became president, AKC delegate and show chairman of 
the Central Florida Kennel Club, Inc, in the mid-1970ôs and held 
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The next General Meeting will be held Sunday, May 3rd,12:00 pm at Dave & Wendy 

Kurtzôs home (1813 Bent Oak Court  Apopka FL 32712).  Please RSVP to Dave & Wendy:  
407 884 -8939 or email captainsuave@cfl.rr.com   

Please bring a covered dish and Florida -related item for SKCCFôs Basket.  Thank you!   
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those positions until her death. The Brevard Kennel Club relationship with Diane began when we became 
eligible to give our first show. At that time there were no back-to-backs and no clusters. Every club had 
two shows a year, usually one sharing a weekend with another club in May or June and all having shows 
in a two week long row in January. There were no shows the rest of the year. Diane was engaged in per-
suading the clubs to abandon most of the January circuit and spread their shows throughout the year so 
that the Florida fancy, with so far to travel to shows in other states, would have a better chance to partici-
pate. To this end, she was taking her club out of the January circuit into December and she invited fledg-
ling BKC, the closest club to Orlando, to partner with them. This was a stroke of fate and affected many 
lives. It was from Diane that Betty Page learned how to give a good show, how to develop a judging panel 
and how to manage the show grounds. A close friendship was born that lasted almost 40 years and was 
also a partnership in working for dogs and the dog fancy. Dog show people were amazed that two such 
strong and outspoken women could be such great friends. It wasnôt hard.  

Diane was elected president of the Florida Association of Kennel Clubs, Inc in 1979 and re-elected every 
year since. She singlehandedly transformed the FAKC from a state organization of dog clubs principally 
concerned with promoting dog shows to a powerful vehicle for improving and protecting the interests of 
dogs and the dog fancy, expanding into the arenas of animal welfare, legislation both state and local, ani-
mal rescue, disaster relief for animals and consumer protection. She possessed a very rare talent for or-
ganization; she knew who had everything you needed and how to get them to give it to you. She could do 
more with just a telephone than whole corporations can accomplish. She was a veritable library of infor-
mation on many subjects and remembered everything. And she was very persuasive, but, if necessary, 
could be equally intimidating. She knew how to manage legislation and legislators. She knew how to write 
laws to be fair and effective and she knew how to attack laws that werenôt.  

Under her guidance, the FAKC funded a chair for the study of canine reproduction problems at the Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine of the University of Florida and provided an 800 telephone number for easy 
access to assistance by clubs and individuals with problems related to pure bred dogs. This service is in-
valuable when dealing with disaster relief and actually came about in the aftermath of Hurricane Andrew.  

In 1991, she was instrumental in securing the passage of state legislation forbidding local governments 
from passing laws banning ownership of dogs based on breed only and successfully defended it against 
almost yearly attacks. A very serious attack is underway in the coming legislative session. What will we do 
without her?  

In 1993 when it became clear that Hurricane Andrew was heading straight for Miami, Diane organized the 
first major animal disaster relief project. The day after the storm struck she arrived in Miami with a convoy 
of eighteen-wheelers filled with dog food, water, ice, medical supplies and equipment, crates, etc and es-
tablished a free veterinary clinic in a partially demolished strip mall in south Miami. That clinic, funded by 
contributions from dog clubs and individuals around the world, remained open for almost two years. A 
large percentage of the animals which survived the storm and its aftermath were rescued by that unit. This 
was before the popularity of microchips for identification. Each ownerless animal brought into the unit was 
photographed and described along with the location where it was found. These animals were evacuated 
from the disaster area to foster homes and their movements precisely recorded so that when the owners 
came looking for them later, they could be located quickly. She accomplished more than anyone could 
have imagined with very little money. The volunteer network she established has remained a major player 
in subsequent disasters, the Florida fires of 1988, Hurricane Katrina and the recent Missouri floods, to 
name a few.  

Diane was truly a giant among women. We shall not see her like again.  

Rest in peace, beloved friend. 

Thank you to Elizabeth Page of Brevard Kennel Club for this wonderful article on Diane Albers.  
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Diane was not just a personal friend but a good 
friend to Sandalfoot.  All I had to do was call Diane 
and she gave us anything we wanted.  A big thank 
you to Diane and Brevard Kennel Club for allowing 
us to hold our matches at the show.  If we had to 
wait for our own insurance we would still not have 
had a match.   Edna 

 

By Edna Corney 

It is with great regret that I tell you of the passing of 
Pat Tocalis a long time Kees breeder.  We usually 
only saw Pat at the nationals but many of our won-
derful dogs today have Cinderlad in their pedigree.  
God bless you Pat. 

Please pay attention to the legislation as things are 
starting to go to committee and now is the time we 
need to write emails. 

Don't forget our match - we need all the help we 
can get.  If this match runs smoothly with a lot of 
help we may be able to hold a match which will 
bring us one step closer to holding a sweepstakes 
here in Florida. 

Good luck with the shows and I hope we will have a 
great representation at the national.     

 

Edna Corney and Cathy Smith have 4 puppies out 
of Chessi, 2 boys and 2 girls. 

Pat Martinez has 2 boys out of Bunny.  They were 
just born the other night. 

To insure accuracy in reporting information, please  
send all news articles, brags, seminar and event 
notices, litter announcements, and rainbow bridge 
announcements to keestales@gmail.com.   

For brags, please include the dogôs registered 
name, call name, date or name of the event and the 
brag.  For example:  

"Patrick" Jandale Back to the City went Winners 
Dog, Best of Winners and Best of Breed at the 
Seminole KC show in Ocala - owner-handled.  
Thanks to my Orlando Conformation friends, Jamie 
and Kelly, for their help at both Ocala and Perry.  
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