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Life on the High Seas:  Mayhem Gets in Touch with His Inner Barge Dog 

by Jen Rother 

Keeshonden were developed as family pets, companions and watch dogs on canal barges and 
farms of Holland. The barges that plied up the Rhine through the Black Forest enabled the 
Keeshond to interbreed with German Spitz stock. 

Most of us are familiar with at bits and pieces of the history of the Keeshond breed.  In some ways, their 
role as a barge dog is one of the reasons that made the Keeshond a good breed choice for me; the quali-
ties that made them ideally suited to life on the barges -- compact, agile and good-tempered ï are qualities 
that make Mayhem ideally suited for life in my townhouse. 

This September, as part of a family vacation to Sanibel Island, Mayhem had a chance to get back to his 
roots on a boating adventure.  I rented the boat for a İ day ñeco-tourò through Endless Summer Charters 
(www.endlesssummercharters.net) to celebrate my parents anniversary and my Dadôs 60

th
 birthday.   

We met Captain Bill early in the morning at the Port Sanibel marina in Fort Myers.  Mayhem donned the life 
jacket that Sebastian graciously lent him to keep him safe and we boarded our sea vessel.  I donôt know 
much about boats, but according to the website it was a 25' Pure Bay boat by Blue Wave.  All I can I tell 
you is that it went fast and was very fun. 

Our day was great.  We went to one of the small outer islands for some shelling and then just sailed around 
getting a tour of wildlife and mansions.  Captain Bill was a great tour guide and seemed to have a knack for 
finding dolphin pods. 

Mayhem had a fantastic time; he was a natural on the boat and had no trouble finding his ñsea pawsò.  He 
also had a blast on the shelling island, finding a shady place on the beach to dig the perfect hole.  (He 
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couldnôt believe that heôs finally found a place where digging was al-
lowed.)   My favorite part was watching him figure out how to squint 
so that he could look straight ahead while we were moving fast on 
the boat without getting the wind (or his fur) in his eyes.   

I was nervous on how Mayhem would adjust to being on the boat.  
Would he try to jump off? Would he be sea sick?  My fears proved to 
be groundless and I would certainly go boating with Mayhem again.  
Maybe next time weôll try sailing. 

When is the Best Time to Start Training for Agility? 

By Karen D. Staats 

 Occasionally, you'll hear people debate the question "When is the best time to start training my dog in agil-
ity?ò  The answer is very simple...RIGHT NOW!  It doesn't matter if your dog is 5 weeks old or 5 years old, 
there are things you can do to start training.  In this article, I will give you pros and cons to starting a 
younger dog and an older dog. 

We'll start with the 5 year old or "older dog".  I must say, as a beginning agility handler (Jen don't read this 
next part), I think starting an older dog is the way to go!   (OK Jen.  You 
can start reading again.)  With the older dogs, you already have an estab-
lished relationship.  They have more attention and focus.  They are more 
trustworthy.  And they are less likely to run off.  The only con is that your 
time is limited in the agility ring.  And that's not so bad because you will 
learn a lot, get lots of really cool pictures, and most importantly have a lot 
of fun with your dog. 

I started training Sasha when she was 5 years old.  We started as a form 
of exercise for both of us.  We loved spending the time together and even-
tually we were talked into competing which was one of the best things that 
ever happened!  We made lots of friends, got a ton of great pictures, and I 
wouldn't trade the time I spent with her for anything in this world!  I owe a lot to Sasha.  I'm sure everyone 
feels that way with their first agility, obedience, rally, etc. dog.  She taught me more than I could even begin 
to tell you.  We only got a few titles together.  However, the time we spent together is priceless.  I would 
recommend anyone start their "older" dog in agility no matter what the age...as long as the dog is structur-
ally sound.  (Safety first!!) 

Next up, we'll discuss the pros/cons of starting with a 5 week old.  A 
younger dog can pick things up very quickly. However, their attention 
span is very short...VERY SHORT.  I started training Dancerôs litter when 
they were a few weeks old.  I use the word "training" loosely when I talk 
about puppies this young because it really isn't "training" like you think.  It 
is more letting the puppies figure things out on their own.  For instance, I 
put a small crate (with no door) in their exercise area.  The crate would 
have a small treat in the back.  Whichever puppy would go in the crate 
first would get the goody.  Of course, I had to set it up so all puppies ex-
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celled at this.  Then once they all knew the treat was there, it was fun to watch them all scramble to be the 
1st one in the crate.  I also put a hula hoop in the exercise pen so they could get used to climbing, step-
ping, or jumping over things.  And then there was a kidôs tunnel which they would sometimes run through 
and sometimes they would push around.  The more things you rotate in the exercise pen, the less afraid of 
new things your agility puppy will be.  Then once the puppy gets a little older you can introduce real agility 
obstacles.  However, be warned that puppies get bored very easily.  So keep the jumps really low (no 
higher than their elbows), keep training to 5-6 minutes increments, and always end on a happy note. 

As you can see, there are things you can do to train your dog no matter what their age.  The dog will enjoy 
it and so will you.  I wouldn't hesitate to start training a dog of any age for agility (as long as they are struc-
turally sound).   

(Continued from page 2) 

Jen & Mayhem Earn NA Title  

According to the AKC website this morning, May-
hem has earned his Novice Agility Jumpers title 
and is now CH Covenants Wolf Kees Firestorm RN 
NAJ. Yay!!  (Between the holidays and being 
closed for storms, the AKC has only now processed 
agility events thru 12/18.) 

I'm so very proud of him -- and he is quite pleased 
with himself 

Karen & Dancer Earn PIII Jumpers Title  

Dancer earned his PIII Jumpers title Sunday at the 
Dog On It USDAA Agility trial.  It was our only quali-
fying score all weekend, but what a beautiful run for 
such a tricky course!  I'm very proud of him.  Next 
up, we start on his Accomplished Jumpers Dog title 
(while still continuing to get the rest of his PII and 
PIII titles.). 

I also found out USDAA started a Veterans class 
this month.  The dogs can jump 2 jump heights 
lower than their regular jump height.  This means 
Sierra and Sebastian would jump 8". Yahoo! They 
would run the masters courses, but would have 
more time and much lower jump heights.  I can't 
wait until fall when we can try this out!!! 

While it was great to see Dancer earn his PIII title, it 
was thrilling to see Sebastian return to the agility 
ring.  He competed in the pairs competitionðhe 

didnôt qualify, but he had fun!   

Karen & Sierra Earn RE Title  

At the young age of 11.5 years, my little Sierra 
earned her RE (Rally Excellent) title Saturday with 
a 3rd place finish then got an extra leg and a 2nd 
place finish Sunday (just because she could). :o)  I 
keep saying I need to retire her.  However, she 
keeps proving to me that she wants to keep work-
ing.  So we'll start her RAE in Orlando to see how 
far we can get before she's really ready to retire.  

Sierra resting on her laurels!   

Pat & Bobbie Earn CT -ATCH Title  
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Seeker & Sunny Nationally Ranked in  

Agility AND Obedience!  

Congrats to Fran and Pat who ended 2010 with not 
1 but 2 dogs in the Top 10 Agility Keeshonden for 
the year:  

#8 "Seeker" (Covenant High Priestess CD RA MX 
MXJ XF) earned 357 total points and 5 Double Qs 

#10 "Sunny" (Covenant Rising Sun CD RE MX MXJ 
MXF) earned 348 total points and 6 Double Qs 

If that wasn't impressive enough, Seeker and 
Sunny also placed in the Top 25 Obedience Kees-
honden for the year: 

#15 "Sunny" (Covenant Rising Sun CD RE MX MXJ 
MXF) earned  13 points 

#24 "Seeker" (Covenant High Priestess CD RA MX 
MXJ XF) earned 3 points  

Pat & Franôs kids: 
On table from l-r: Dash, Springer, Seeker; 
On ground from l-r: Sunny, Pixie, Bobbie 

SANDALFOOT KEESHOND CLUB  
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 

February 6, 2011 
Meeting Location: Loganôs Road House  
Kissimmee, FL 
Meeting was called to order by DD Houchins at 
11:30 A.M. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 
1. Minutes --π Minutes were read by Wendy Kurtz 

2. Corresponding Secretary --π nothing to report 

3. Reporting Secretary --π nothing to report 

4. Treasurer --π Report was available --π beginning 
balance as of Aug 7, 2010 --π $554.55. For fur-
ther details refer to Treasurerôs detailed report.  

a. Income: $248.00 

b. Expenses:$184.59 

c. Ending Balance: $184.59 

5. Committee Reports--Ȥ 

A. Ways & Means --πDivya asked for Karenôs 
picture of Dancer to add to cafe press. She 
will send out the link to everyone once it is 
on the Cafe press site. 

B. Trophies --π Dee Dee has given trophies for 
the December shows. Dee Dee asked Karen 
and Jen if they have ideas about trophies for 
ODTC. Carol mentioned she asked for it al-
ready and did not get a positive response 
from Maggie. DD said we should probably 
ask again. Edna talked about trophies for 
December. ñBest of Breedò and ñBread of 
Opposite Sexò, Edna suggested necklaces. 
ñBest of Winnerò is going to be a wooden 
tray with a Keeshond dog on it. Box with 
Keeshond on the top. Puppies will have pic-
ture frames with Keeshonds on it. Edna 
mentioned that we have gotten several do-
nations from club members and outside club 
members. People from KCA have provided 
donations for May. Depending on how much 
money comes in we can offer a second or a 
reserve. 

C. Awards --π nothing to report. 

D. Education --π March 12 is the Nose Works 
seminar which will run for 4--π5 hours @ 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Karenôs house in Lake Mary. Carol will be 
running this seminar. This seminar uses the 
dogôs natural hunting instinct. Any dog can 
play this game, there is no breed preference. 
Dogs with issues with temperament can at-
tend also as long as they are in crates. We 
need to know how many dogs will attend 
given that there will be only 1 dog per han-
dler. In this seminar we are learning our 
dogs behavior. In between the runs the dogs 
will need to rest in their crates, crates will be 
covered. The seminar will from 10am --π 
3pm. Bring boxed lunches and treats. Dogs 
will never interact with each other because 
there will be one dog working at a time. 
Carol will send out further details. No charge 
for club members but non club members 
there will be a nominal charge 8 --π 10 dogs 
will be able to go in 4 --π 5 hours. Members 
will need to commit to 4 --π 5 hours of being 
there. It should be a fun day for everyone.  

E. Rescue -- Nothing to report. 

F. Membership -- Karen Staats announced that 
she is gedng the membership list together. 

G. Publicity -- Edna is causing a stir by asking 
around for trophies 

H. FAKC -- Had their meeting yesterday. 
Wendy said there a great deal of laws listed. 
We need to be aware of FAKC.org and be 
educated on the different legislations that 
are being passed. We need to get it in touch 
with our local government so we are aware 
of what is being passed. There are many 
legislations being passed without making 
people aware. E.g. there are some anti--Ȥ
tethering laws that also oppose caging ani-
mals. Laws are that coming up are include 
domestic violence against family pets. They 
want to change the cruelty fine from $5 to 
$15. Changing the wording on what they 
classify as dangerous to cattle. Edna has 
some bumper stickers that sayñI own a dog 
& I voteò which are $5.00 each. Reach out to 
Edna if you want to get one of these stickers. 
FAKC is bringing in professional handlers to 
Orlando and they are hoping to get dona-
tions to support this effort. Reach out to 
Wendy for more detailed information on what 
FAKC proposed during their meeting. 

I. Heart & Flowers --Ȥ Divya had a list of birth-
days if anyone wants the list to add your 
name and email address and she will send it 
out. Carol mentioned that that someone had 
cancer and she was wondering if can send 
the card. Divya to get name and address 

from Carol and she will send out a card from 
the club. 

J. By--laws --Nothing to report. 

K. Newsletter -- Next newsletter is coming out 
in March. Please send a cute picture of your 
dog to Carol or Divya. Send articles and any-
thing related to your Keeshond. 

6. Unfinished  Business 

A. Insurance -­Ȥ Edna found an insurance but 
was not able to get the companyôs name by 
the meeting date. Its about $350-­Ȥ400 a 
year and its non-­Ȥevent insurance. 

B. Bylaw committee -­Ȥ Karen will get with DD 
to set up a meeting. 

C. Eukanuba booth 2011 -­Ȥ Jen presented her 
idea for the ñHappiest Dog.ò We have not 
heard from KCA. At the next meeting KCA 
will be voting which will be critical to having a 
booth and executing our idea. Edna has 
emailed Michael to ask for a great spot at 
the booth since this year we are hoping for a 
bigger booth. We have volunteers to help 
build the booth (2 possible volunteers). DD 
said she had a designer neighbor that can 
help design the booth. We hope to have the 
funding answer by our next meeting which 
will set our project in motion to set up the 
booth. DD was hoping to be building by 
June. Jen mentioned there is no place to 
store the booth if we start to build it by June. 

D. Donations / Rabies Challenge Donation: 
Karen suggested we set a budget for how 
much we should donate each year because 
we donate to a great deal of clubs during the 
year. Everyone agreed its a great idea. De-
nise mentioned we donate about $200 a 
year. Due to the number of memberôs going 
down everyone agreed that the club needs 
to revaluate how much we donate each year. 
DD requested Denise to get a report of how 
much we spent last year on donations for the 
next meeting. We will also have an audit per-
formed in the next meeting. If anyone wants 
to donate for trophies in June DD mentioned 
we are accepting those donations again. 
Central Florida club is doing a show the 
same time we are having at match in June. 

E. Match/Show in June -­Ȥ Someone from our 
Club needs to go to the Show in June. DD 
suggested we have a match on Saturday 
night of the show. Edna expressed her con-
cern that we will not be allowed to have a 
match on Saturday night. DD suggested we 
should try to have to have the match on Fri-

(Continued from page 4) 
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day since we get some of our money from 
that match. 

F. Rally or Agility seminar/picnic : Wendy to get 
back to us on what works best at her home 
for March or April for a Club Picnic. Club will 
email everyone on the details. 

G. Specialty in 2012: A great deal of people are 
coming down for Eukanuba this year. DD 
suggested we use it as a fund raiser for the 
club. Edna said it will not be a money maker 
since we are not an ñAò club. Edna explained 
in detail why this will not be a money maker. 
We are also missing 8 trophies. Edna ex-
pressed her concern if we had enough peo-
ple to support the show. It means we will be 
working 5 days in the row, itôs a great deal of 
work. This is something the club has to think 
about as in what this will mean for all the club 
members and if we wanted to go in with an-
other club. DD and Carol mentioned that it is 
something to consider.  

7. Next Meeting:  End of March or April @ Wendyôs 
house. PICNIC time! Club will send out the spe-
cifics once confirmed. 

There being no further business, a motion was 
made by DD, 2nd by Karen to adjourn the meeting 
at 12:32 p.m. 

Carol made a motion that we accept the board 
meeting as the general meeting and Jen 2nd the 
motion. 

  

 

 

SUPPORT SB1852  
Regarding Shelters & Animal Control 

Agencies  

Senator Evers has introduced SB1852, which 
amends S.823.15 of the Florida Statutes regarding 
animal shelters and animal control agencies, requir-
ing them to record and publicly report certain infor-

mation about the dogs and cats they take in. 

Despite the good work that Florida animal shelters 
perform, it is virtually impossible to determine if they 
are making progress in solving the state's animal 
control problems. Although some shelters collect 
data about the animals they take in, many shelters 
do not and there is no uniform statewide collection 
or publication of such information. In order to solve 
the state's animal control problems we must be able 
to define and quantify the extent of these problems. 

Some counties lump information about dogs and 
cats together making it impossible to tell if we need 
laws and resources for a feral cat problem, a stray 
or surplus dog problem, or an illegal pet import is-
sue. Without accurate data, it is difficult to come up 
with effective solutions to reduce shelter animal in-
takes. 

Among other problems, Florida is being used as a 
layover state in the pet import business, a very dan-
gerous and expensive practice. This is a serious 
problem because: 

a) Pets that are imported from other states, territo-
ries and foreign countries take shelter space away 
from U.S. dogs and cats that Floridian citizens pay 
taxes to support. 

b) Imported pets displace Floridian pets causing 
some to be euthanized. 

c) Diseases and parasites carried by imported pets 
put both the human and animal health at risk. 

The Centers for Disease Control pronounced canine 
strain rabies eradicated in the U.S. in 2006. Since 
that time, rabies has been discovered in several 
dogs that were imported into U.S. rescues  and ani-
mal shelters, a disease that is always fatal after the 
symptoms develop in humans or animals. A parasite 
that threatens U.S. animals, the screwworm, was 
also carried into the U.S. on an imported dog. See 
the JAVMA article about the Trinidad dog that was 
imported through Miami and brought into Missis-
sippi, where it was diagnosed with screwworm. 

An article on the global stray dog crisis and importa-
tion from other states and territories includes the 
Broward Humane Society. Under the topic "Bringing 
the Problem Home" the material includes informa-
tion about the 222 dogs imported into Florida from 
Puerto Rico and that more than 100 of these ani-
mals died of parvo or distemper. 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

http://www.avma.org/onlnews/javma/nov07/071101l.asp
http://naiaonline.org/Library/understanding_animals/global_stray_dog_population_crisis.html


 

Page 7  
  

Editors: Carol Harris & Divya Parthasarathy  
Email: keestales@gmail.com 

The Connecticut legislature is considering a bill to 
prevent irresponsible pet importation into their 
state. The Connecticut Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion has given testimony in official hearings in favor 
of this bill and opposing pet importation. 

Another article with information on the health risks 
introduced by imported animals is published here. 

Under SB1852: 

Each year, the public and private animal shelters or 
animal control agencies would be required to report 
the following information concerning the dogs and 
cats taken in: 

1. surrendered by owner 

2. stray 

3. impounded 

4. confiscated 

5. imported into the state 

Feral cats and community cats are to be recorded 
separately from owned cats. 

The disposition of all animals taken in, by species, 
shall be noted in the following categories: 

1. adopted 

2. reclaimed by owner 

3. died in kennel 

4. destroyed at owner's request 

5. transferred to another releasing agency 

6. euthanized 
All euthanized animals shall be listed. Feral cats 
are to be recorded separately. 

Dogs euthanized should be noted by breed, tem-
perament, or size. 

Animal shelters or animal control agencies that fail 
to report the information required within 30 days 
after the reporting date may not adopt animals to 
the public, transfer animals, or euthanize animals 
until the report is filed with the designated county 
animal control agency. 

All costs of sterilization shall be paid by the adopter 
unless otherwise provided for by the local govern-
ing body. 

All sterilizations shall be performed by a licensed 
veterinarian. 

See SB1852 here. 

Please call your state legislator and ask for his or 

her support for SB1852. 

Female Dog Spot Disease 
by Jim Loepp  

Dog burns in grass. It is called "female dog spot 
disease" in the lawn industry as a disease to grass 
and not the dog. 

The reason you usually have worse lawn burn 
problems with female dogs is because they usually 
squat and urinate what they want to relieve them-
selves all at one time. Males on the other hand usu-
ally like to mark territory so they urinate smaller 
amounts at a time. There no difference in the urine 
from males to females. Diet and water can affect 
the pH of urine and can cause a number of dog re-
lated health problems. 

Dog urine is very high in ammonium nitrate which is 
what is used in many fertilizers and has the same 
effect of grass if you put to much in one spot. What 
it does is burn the grass and the roots and kills all 
beneficial soil biology in the area.  

You can minimize the problem if you get water on 
the spot as soon after it happens as you can. 

There are all kinds of information on curing 'Dog 
Spots', some good and some bad. For additional 
information see. http://www.turfprousa.com/
cure_dog_brown_spots_3002a.html 

Our thanks to Jim Loepp for this valuable informa-
tion.  

 Pet Health - Yard fertilizers and 
Chemicals 
by Jim Loepp  

  

What you put on your yard and lawn can have a 
major health impact on your dogs. Many of the fer-
tilizers in common use and most for the pesticides, 
Herbicides and fungicides can be highly toxic.  

These chemicals can be inhaled and absorbed 
through the skin. Your pets walk through your grass 
and get these chemicals on their fur and carry it 
into your house or their kennel. They will then start 
to clean their legs and underside ingesting high lev-
els of toxic substances. Many of these substances 
can increase the chance or cancer, lymphoma, 
birth defects and decreased fertility and many other 

 

(Continued on page 8) 
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diseases.  

Even the main ingredients in synthetic fertilizer can 
be harmful to pets it they are allowed to ingest 
where over application has occurred. Studies done 
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison showed that 
nitrate can cause endocrine, immune and nervous 
system malfunctions and well as reproductive prob-
lems. Be sure to change any water out that has 
been contaminated by high nitrogen fertilizers in 
that it can be very harmful to all animals. Many of 
the fertilizer you buy will have health warnings 
printed on the bag. 

Another of the main ingredients in fertilizer is phos-
phorus. It in heavy concentrations can be carcino-
genic.  

Test have been run on many of the synthetic fertil-
izers commonly use and they have been found to 
contain many heavy metals and have been linked 
to multiple health problems including heavy metal 
poisoning and cancer. 

In one major test of synthetic fertilizers showed that 
of the twenty-nine tested fertilizers twenty-two con-
tained toxic heavy metals. These metals are linked 
to either ecological or human health hazards. Most 
noticeable is the wide array of toxic metals that ex-
ist in fertilizer: http://www.pirg.org/toxics/reports/
wastelands/ 

Inert Ingredients - While we know that the active 
ingredients in pesticides, herbicides, fungicides and 
synthetic fertilizer can do harm to humans and ani-
mals, we forget about the inert ingredients. Things 
like cadmium, toluene and hydrocarbons found in 
these products can be left off pesticide labels so 
some people do not know that they are even in the 
product. With synthetic fertilizer if you buy a 10-10-
10 you know what 30% of what is in the package is, 
while the other 70% is not regulated and can in 
many cases is the cheapest thing they can buy to 
fill out the bag. Many of these "inert ingredients" 
have adverse health effects on both animals and 
humans. 

The New York Times reported how a champion ice 
skater, Christina Locek, was sunning herself in her 
Illinois backyard when a lawn care company began 
spraying insecticides onto a neighbor's yard. The 

article described how the spray drifted into Ms. Lo-
cek's yard, across her and her cat and dog. The cat 
died within minutes. The dog died within a few 
hours. Ms. Locek collapsed and is now perma-
nently disabled and no longer able to compete. 

Let us look at some of the chemicals: 

Insecticides - Many insecticides work by interfering 
with an insect's nervous system. Even though in-
secticides kill insects, they usually won't kill your 
pets, but they can have a detrimental effect on their 
nervous system. 

The pesticide Dursban (also called chlorpyrifos), 
commonly used in indoor and lawn pest control, is 
now showing evidence of causing immune system 
disorders - Department of Health Science, Califor-
nia State University. 

The pesticide MCPA, used as an ingredient in 
some lawn pesticides, has been found to damage a 
part of the brain known as the blood brain barrier 
Annual Reviews in Public Health. 

The results of another study suggest that organo-
phosphate, and carbamate pesticides, can produce 
behavioral manifestations following accidental ex-
posure. The effects of the pesticides on activity 
support the hypothesis that these agents may affect 
the central nervous system. Dept. of Pharmacol-
ogy, University of Mississippi. 

Pet Bladder Cancer Linked to Lawn Pesticide Appli-
cations. Journal of the American Veterinary Medi-
cine Association, April 15, 2004. 

Even using organic pest control products can be 
very dangerous if handled wrong. It is best never to 
mix two different products together in that they can 
form deadly compounds. 

Herbicides - Herbicides kill unwanted plants. 2, 4-D 
(used in Agent Orange during the Vietnam War) is 
a frequent ingredient and is believed to be associ-
ated with malignant lymphoma. Fungicides can af-
fect the nervous system and cause digestive prob-
lems. 

An article published in Environmental and Molecu-

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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lar Mutagenesis; found that an unidentified chemi-
cal in Roundup caused genetic damage in the livers 
and kidneys of animals. 

Deborah Cory-Slechta and colleagues at the Uni-
versity of Rochester School of Medicine and Den-
tistry said that some herbicides (paraquat was one 
mentioned) showed clear signs of Parkinson's, a 
progressive and incurable brain illness. 

Fungicides - Fungicides can affect the nervous sys-
tem and cause digestive problems. 

Deborah Cory-Slechta and colleagues at the Uni-
versity of Rochester School of Medicine and Den-
tistry said that some fungicides (maneb was one 
mentioned) showed clear signs of Parkinson's, a 
progressive and incurable brain illness. 

Synthetic Fertilizers: Many synthetic fertilizers use 
materials as fillers that contain excessive amounts 
of heavy metals that can cause various type of can-
cer. 

Products like "weed and feed"  are a combination 
of fertilizers and herbicides. This combination is a 
major danger to your animals because of the large 
number of dangerous chemicals this type of prod-
uct contains. Many people who use ñweed and 
feedò fertilizers use it for all applications thus bring-
ing the levels of herbicide used to a very toxic level.  

 Recommendation: We are a firm believer in a natu-
ral environment. Organic products can give you 
great yards that are totally safe for you pets, wildlife 
and children while protecting the environment. 
Changing to an 'all organic environment' is not easy 
in many cases, but when natures balance has been 
restored you will find your yard is better than ever. 
Using products, 'A complete natural ancient hu-
mus', such as Turf and Garden Pro and by Turf Pro 
USA (www.turfprousa.com) can quickly bind up 
some of the harmful chemicals and change them 
into a much less toxic compound. 

Organics for a cleaner, better environment for you, 
your family and pets. 

Any comments or questions can be sent to 
Sales@turfprousa.com   

Apr 16-17 Orlando Dog Training Obedience & Rally Tri-
als,  Central Florida Fairgrounds, 4603 W. Colonial 
Drive, Orlando, FL  

Apr 30-May 1 IPOC Rally & Obedience Trials 3611 Cen-
tury Boulevard Lakeland, Florida FMI:  Nancy Withers, 
Trial Secretary P.O. Box 5455 * Lakeland * Fl * 33807 
(863)644-1227 stormboat@tampabay.rr.com 

May 13, 2011 Dr. Roger Abrantes - The Evolution of Ca-
nine Social Behavior  hosted by University of Doglando, 
12276 E. Colonial Drive Orlando, FL 32826.  Note: Ap-
proved for 6.5 CEUôs:  FMI Contact Teena Patel (407-
574-3160) or www.universityofdoglando.com 

May 14-15, 2011 Dr. Roger Abrantes - The Brave New 
World of Dog Training hosted by University of Doglando, 
12276 E. Colonial Drive Orlando, FL 32826.  Note: Ap-
proved for 13.5 CEUôs:  FMI Contact Teena Patel (407-
574-3160) or www.universityofdoglando.com 

May 14-15 Brevard County Dog Training Club Rally & 
Obedience, Cocoa Expo Sports Arena 500 Friday Road, 
Cocoa, Florida 32926 FMI TRIAL SECRETARY: Debbie 
Brabson, 3838 Sterling St., Cocoa, Fl. 32926, Phone 
(321) 632-2593, E-mail: dbrabson@cfl.rr.com  Note: 
Match May 13. 

June 24  Show Committee Seminar - A Symposium for 
Show Committees by AKC Event Operations hosted by 
Central Florida Kennel Club and The American Kennel 
Club, Central Florida Fairgrounds, FMI: Bri Tesarz - PO 
Box 900051, Raleigh, NC 27675-9051; Email: 
glt@akc.org or Phone: (919) 816-3514 

 
 

mailto:Sales@turfprousa.com
mailto:stormboat@tampabay.rr.com
http://www.universityofdoglando.com/
http://www.universityofdoglando.com/
mailto:dbrabson@cfl.rr.com
mailto:glt@akc.org
tel:%28919%29%20816-3514
mailto:glt@akc.org
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by Karen D. Staats  

 

 
In year 2000,  

June twenty three  

I went to see a litter of 8,  

yippee! 

The puppies were cute  

and very small  

but I didn't want one...  

Nope...not at all.  

10 weeks later  

3 were left in the litter.  

Sebastian came home 

and the house was atwitter.  

A boy and 3 girls  

what's a mom to do?  

Sign him up for a class  

and give him a clue. 

He's my boy  

sweet as can be 

but I really believe  

he may have ADHD. 

He's a show boy.  

He WILL compete.  

He will do well  

even with his happy feet.  

He loved to show  

He started to thrive.  

Two years in a row  

He went top twenty five!  

We went to Eukanuba.  

I tried not to gloat.  

It was a good thing  

because he blew his coat.  
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We went to Nationals.  

He'd become a veteran.  

I don't care what they say  

I know he's the best man!  

So today he's ten  

and he's still got style.  

No matter what he does  

He does it with a smile.  

We started agility.  

Was I insane?  

Running with him was like  

running a freight train!  

I couldn't get close  

or he'd push away.  

The table was tough  

for that 5 second stay.  

But he enjoyed  

everything we did.  

He'd do it with gusto!  

God forbid!  

Until one trial came  

and so did the rain.  

He fell on his back  

and on came the pain. 

I took him to swim  

in a gigantic pool.  

He did not like it.  

It was not cool!  

I'm still afraid to jump him  

because of his back.  

So we went to Ocala  

and started NADAC.  
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Happy 10th Birthday McGuire!  

by Karen D. Staats  

 

10 years ago McGuire arrived.  

Eight in the litter and they all survived!  

All were healthy and Donna was happy.  

I'd keep going with this, but it'd get quite sappy.  

 

Compared to the rest, McGuire was dark.  

As he swam around the pen like a cute little shark.  

Seriously though, his color was distinct.  

The black and silver never interlinked.  

 

He was also quite a big boy.  

He was not shy.  He was not coy.  

At an early age, he was precocious.  

The 1st to leave the whelping box. How ferocious!  (or so he thought)  

 

Then Carol took him home without even blinking.  

As Donna and I stood by laughing and winking.  

For Carol thought this arrangement was temporary.  

but quickly found out it was quite the contrary.  

 

McGuire had found his forever place.  

And you could tell by the look on Carol's face.  

"A match made in heaven" some might say.  

Everyone was happy.   Hip hip Hooray!  

 

Ten years ago, seems a long time.  

However, McGuire would tell you he's still in his prime.  

He can be quite active and sometimes a brat.  

If you don't believe me, just ask the cat!  

 

Happy Birthday McGuire!  

Love Auntie Karen and the Spunkee Bunch  
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